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a number of hands, among which they were able to recognise
those of poor Rowe and another midshipman. They also
found the head of Captain Furneaux's servant. It was evident
that the crew of the Adventure's boat had been massacred by
the natives, and that a cannibal orgy had taken place on the
shore. Sickening and horrible though it was, Lieutenant
Burney and his crew gathered up the fragments of their
unfortunate comrades, and upon returning to the ship these
remains were buried with reverence.

This seems to have been the solitary instance during
Cook's second voyage of any hostility or treachery from
the Maoris, and he obtained the warm friendship of several
tribes whom he had previously met, and who showed the
utmost pleasure upon seeing him again, Again he left various
domestic animals and numerous kinds of vegetables, some of
which were afterwards found flourishing by later travellers,

CHAPTER XLVII
THE TWO ISLANDS

THE two islands which Captain Cook explored so thoroughly
along their coast-line are very different in character to the
Australian continent, from which they are separated by 1,200
miles of sea. They also present strong contrasts -to each
.other, both in physical features and climate. Viewed from
the west .or, eastern coast, North Island, which has a much
warmer climate than its neighbour, seemed to Captain Cook
a land of wonderful forests, so luxuriant and thickly grown
that the magnificent trunks of their myrtles, beeches, and;
pines impressed the keen-eyed sailor as offering inexhaustible
supplies of timber for the ships and building purposes of the
British Empire. At the present day many of those forests
have, disappeared, owing to the ruthless axe of the white
settler, wfco cleared the .ground of its giants m order to